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Cuſtome-houle Curre. 


OR), 


A Survey of Feremiah Wats his Scurrilous Pamphlet, cal- 


ledan Anſwer t95 Quzries, touching Reducement of 
the Exciſe to the Culitomes, 


Sir, 
"Our bawling , grouling , ſnarling, ſhewing your teeth, 


youappeare a Curre in Print, In your firſt Page you 
call your Book, az Anſwer : Avant for ſhame : Doyou 
proclaime your ſelf a lover of Truth , and yet the wy firſt 
word of your Book a palpable falſhood to yorr own knowledge £ 
Have you not as to moſt of the Queries, done like an Egyptian 
Curre, lappand away, with your taile berween your leggs, being 
conſcious ro your {elf that-there might be danger in ſtaying too 
long uponthem, as being unanſwerable Hy the Oracle that whiſper- 
cd your ditates to you. Rh 
Tbidem, You call the Quzries Scandalous : Sir, your ſemi-an- 
| ſwer, though it over-flow with froth and ſcurrility, 1s no ſcandale 
to the Author of the Quzrics., If any of your Maſters be by the 
Queries ſlandered of matters of truth, let them ſee to it, proof'is 
ready for every Jota charged upon them and much inore. © 
ﬆ..._ 14d. You call the Quzries Deceitfull £ Herein you have ſpoken 
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tawning and ſneaking,throughout your Pamphlet,maketh | 


-IVlaiters 


(2 ) | 
clandeſtine defignes fruitleſſe, and deceive them intheir grand ex- 
pectation of improoving their Salary by the Reducement. | 
461d, You lay, The Queries were publiſht by neceſſity. Sir, was 
not this your proper name in one thouſand fix honored tourty 
ſeven, bcfore you turned tayleupon the Company of Weavers - 
it {cemeth {o, its {o frequent in all your lines. | 

7: Ibid, You ſtyle your ſelf, A lover of Trath: Sir, in this you 
F 4... arcaſhameleſle Curre : what then meancth, your Jarge garniſh 


"x 


#***- of loud untruthes in every Page, if not in every line of your Pam- 
phlct, whichall thereaders thereof can teſtifie. 

_ tbid, You proclaim your ſelf A diſcoverer of cringers, fawners, 
very confident little witted ones, gap rs after large-Sallaries, aymers 
at ſelf enriching, yet pretenders of Publique good, flatterers, ſneakers, 
deceivers by fatre words, and ſuch 4s are careleſſe whether the Com- 
mon-wealth fink or ſwimme ; A brave {ſetting Curre indeed. Sir, 
had not a check by diſcovery beengiven to the Cuſtome-houle de- 
figne of Reducement to your hand, happily you migit at your 
own home have diſcovered all thoſe precious qualifications. Look 
about thee Feremy : have you not a quondam grand Cringee, who 
ever fince the diſſolution of the late Parliament, hath been 

cfinging: fawning, and attending upon many. honourable perions, 
eminentin power, and that in more lobbies than one, and all ro be- 

ouilethem intoa Reducement, yea, and all muſt be tor the Com- - 
-mon-wealths good forſoorth, to ſave expence, the old thread-barc 
juggle,whereasthe bottom ofthe deſignis onely to doubletheCom- 
miſſioners Sallary, which is too large for their-work already : And 
by this device, the Contnon-weldſhould have gained ſeyen fold 

the valu&of the expence ſaved, over the left ſhoulder, Bur the 
ſport is, the little witt you ſpeake of, hath quite out- witted your 

grand witts, and' turned your confidence into @ degree of dc- 
_ ſpaire... | 

Then, zbid. You cry roaſtmeate, ſaying,that money & ſtirring 
at the Cuſtome- houſe : Sir, if it were not ſo, how could Feremy, by 
'wtching Hawkes, and ſuch like ſervices, have woven himſelf into 
his hundreds of pounds,that before was hardly worth a groat. 
In your Sccond page, you fſnarle, and bawle to ſome tune, 7 
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(3) : | 
fy out with open mouth, upon a kinſman, or Unkle'of the Author 
of theQueries,in ſuch abuſive way,as deſeryes. a whip ro make you 
{mart for it : you taxe him with Symony is ſharingthe profirs of 
a place of truſt, Were you of a right Spannel breed, I would re- 
buke you here wirh « ware Hawke Sirra, How naturall ſoever Sy- 

 mony may betothe Cuſtome-houſe, your Inſtruftors darenor 
ſay,. but that the hands of that honourable perſon are cleane, and 
histhoughts more pure than you ſurmize them : Lay thy noſe to. 
the ground , may you not retrive ſome ſuch birds among your 
{cives, that have offered, if nat given luſtily to promote 'Cuſtome- 
houſe delignes. _ tag [CNT | 

Ibid. You ſay, that he mad? a thinne Lawyer and Souldier ant 
Exciſe man,which you aflert to be onelyproper forTradeſmen,and 
that the Author of the Quaries, ſcarce knowes ſtraw from hops, &C. 
Sirlook home a little,are not ſome of your Maſters well thickened, 
ſince they came to the Cuſtome-houſe, that were thinne enough 
not long before 7 Are Souldiersuncapeable of imployment in the 
Exciſe, more than in the Cuſtome-houſe : Your grand Maſterif he. 
had pleaſed, could-haye informed you, that the Unkle you dream. 
of, was not in the Parliament houſe when the Author of the Quez- 
ries- was voted into his imployment. ' He could hayetold you. 
that your very objection of no tradeſmen, was then ſtrengly in- 
{tſted on,for ome {elf ends, as now it_is © But the Argument was 
cried down by the major yote. And truely Sir, the gentleman is 
{o well skiiled in trade, that he can readily diſcernca pack of Wooll 
from a bale of Silk :*And doubtleſſe Feremy, thy (elf will teſtifie | 
thus much of him, that he did not ſneak into the imployment, 
upon Pretenceto {erye the Parhament grate. KS 
Then ibid. Like a diſturbed Curre, you bark and bawle at a 

malevolent favourable Planet : A wonder indeed : Surely you 
ind your deſign plane;-ſtruck, that you rage ſo like a mad Curre 
n all the reſt of that Plzc : But you do but barkeat the Moone : 
what will you fay, if an Aſtronomer diſcover a malignant Planet 
12 the Cuſtome- houſe Region, whoſe influence was © furious, that 
it threatned to beat our gallant Atmy a full yard under ground : 

And yet within a day-orvwo afterwards, its fury yaniſhr, and it be- 
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(4) 
came ſo fully retrograde,that it fawned on that Obje&t , whereon 
before it had ſo deadly frowned , If you ask your grand Maſter 
happily he may tell you the exact time and ſtation of this change- 
able Stars appearance. | 

Then 76:4. You rave atthe printing of the Quzries, and deli- 
veringthem to the Members of Parliament : Sir, it ſeemeth, your 
deſign was to have led the Pailtament hood-winkt into a Reduce- 
ment, tothe Common-wealths vaſt prejudice, and your own ſelf- 
advantage. 

Youlay, Ibid. Such perſons will be eſpied,and rejected + But Sir, 
your defign is already actually eſpied, and in a fair way of Re- 
probation , notwithſtanding all your puddling and lapwing play 
uſed to prevent it. 

In yourthird page , you pretendto recite a clauſe inthe Quz- 
ries page 1. That the Receipt of the Exciſe is 390000 |, per annum, 
notwithſtanding its obſtruftions : It thou be not a falſe Curre, dea} 
fairly: Arcnotthe words thelc ! ( The pert Receipt of the Exciſe, 
all charges deduitedjs 300000 |. perannum. ) Beſides, have you 
not cut off the yoz obſtante at the very buttocks. This 1s the me- 
thod of the Father of lies in his quotations. But you dealt pru- 
dently in concealing thoſe paſlages , leaſt the nett Receipt ofthe 
Cuſtomes ſhould be called for , withthoſe inviſible extraordinary 
charges in ColleCting them , which ſhould they once appear, its 
doubted, that the Cuſtome-houſe account would be rendered little 
better than Flemmitſh. 

\Tbid. You ſay , The Exciſe muſt needs be opſtrutted , for Tradeſ- 
men. will out-wit Tenoramuſſes : Speak truth Feremy , hath your 
grand Maſter out-witted them © Have Tradeſ-men out-witred 
them ; more than they did the preceding Commiſhioners, who 
were all Tradeſ-men 5 Were not the major part of the preſent 


Commiſſioners of Exciſe Tradeſ-men * Have patience till thy 


ſeventeenth-page be ſurveyed, and thou ſhalt ſee an Ignoramuz at the 
Cuſtome-houſe, of the groſleſt kind: | 

1bid. Youſay , That the Receipts of Exciſe was 4.00000, |. per 
annnm many yeares ſithence ;, that its now -but 300900, |, per an- 


num; and fo its growth 1s like a Corves tul, downward: A brave 
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Curreindeed : You expect that your Maſters ſhould fpit tn your 
mouth for this: Sir,/ſhew the time, if yon can, when the nett Re- 
ceipr of Exciſe was 4c0c00 «. per annum : ſpeak 4 little trut!:, 
its1n your own cauſe : Was root all that trade then in being, which 
you much want at-the Cuttome-houlſe © as you ſpeak in your 
next page : And was there nor atthe time you wotor, an Exciſc 
upon Fleſh,and upon Beer and Ale brewed in private families, 

You lay , 1f Trade were reſtored, it would advance the Cuſtomes 
200cco, |. per annum; And wouldit notadvancethe Exciſe as 
much 2 Adde the Native Excife which istaken off, andthen you 
may be happily aſhamed of your Cowes tall. 

Ibid. You lay , Some ſeeming ſmall improvement of the Exciſe 
hath been by farming,and that the Farmers have ſherkt and oppreſſed 
the people, and that the Authors of ſuch Exorbitances ought to be pi- 
ziſht : Here you ſhew your teeth, but you cannot faſten ; give 
one inſtance, 1f you can, where the Commiſſioners of Exciſe have 


in the leaſt connived at any ſuch oppreſſion proved before them : 


your Oracle can inform you , that power of ftarm.ng the Exciſe 


was Enacted, in order to your deligned Reducement, if fo, then 


all inconveniences attendiug it muſt lic at your own doores. And 
as for ſherks , it may in due ſcaſonbe proyed, that ſome of your 
own Officers haye ſherkt both Cuſtomes and Excile , and. yet 
have been connived at for couzenage ſake, h 

In Page fourth you fawn on your Maſters,and boaſt of their ac- 
counting for between 3. and 400000 /. per apnmm for four yeates 
laſt paſt ; And that iþ Trade were in the ſame plight 4s it was in 
1648. the Cuſtomes would riſe to 500000, 1. per annum; if ma- 
aged a5 they now are: Your Maſters ſhould throw:you a cruſt for 
this. Bur Sir, Is not anaccount for 300000. /, and a groat per 
annum . an account for between 3. and 400000. 1. per annum. 
Again Sir, all this while the netr Receipt of the Cuſtomes, and the 
extraordinary charges in colle&ting them, appeares not; would 
your Cuſtomes adyance lo. high , and yet the Exciſe grow down- 
wards : Who is the Ignoramus now Feremy 2 Bur Sir, its 
much to be doubted , that all this which: you mention , will 


Not raiſe the Cuſtomes to your undoubted. height., though 
\ BI m1 LIES. FI 4 | | } Out oY 


(6). 
you take in the Impoſt on Sea-coales to help you. 

In your fifth page, you quote theie words inthe Queries , wiz, 
The Exciſe is a full cyck 10 the Cuſtomes ( wiltully omitting thete 
words, wi. In all Entries of goods tmported, &c, ) and you ſay, 
That an howourable Member of Parliament , whois-ope of the Checks 
to the Cuſtomes, caninform you, that this is an untruth : Sir, that 
honourable Gentleman will furely aſlertno more, bur that the 
Ci ecks .o che Cuſtomes, are Checks but to caſh alone, norto any 
Entries, landings of Goods, Sufferances, and other adtings at the 
Cuſtome-houſe : whereas the Exciſe is, or ought to be, afull 
Check io the Cuſtomes inall points, no Warrant for landing, or 
ſhipping off Goods, being to be patled by the Cuſtome Otticer, 
untill it be firſt ſubſcribed by the Officer for Exciſe. 

tbid, You aſlert, That the Commiſioners for Cuſtomes, for ſome 
Commodities, receive donble as much money, as the Commiſſioners for 
Exciſe , regardbeing had to the reſpedtive walnes ſet in each receipt, 

and deduition tor any of them exported. Sir, astothis , you well 
know, that the Cuſtomes are paidat the landing of goods, the 
Exciſe not till (ale : its rationall in your account, to allow what 
remainerh on the Merchants hands unſold : The Cuſtome Offi- 
cers allow for no decayednefle of goods , -but what is viſibleat the 
firſt landing ; the Exciſe Officer 1s obliged to make allowance for 
decaycdneſle of goods, as it appeareth atthe time of ſale, which is 
far greater in goods periſhable. Addeto theſe the great loſle of 
Exciſe: incurred by your ſufferances , whereby goods are often 
landed without privity of the Exciſe Officer.  Adde yourreten- 
tion of Cuſtomes , andthe full repayment of Exciſe upon Eporta- 
tions, and the Commiſſioners of Exciſe will enter the liſts with 
your Maſters in the point propoſed. 

Jbid. You defire , That the Commiſsioners for Cuſtomes, and the 
Commiſsioners for Exciſe, ſhould bring in perfe&# accounts of moneyes 
received upon every diſtintt imported Commodity, and that the Com- 
mon-wealth ſhould be righted out. of their Eſflates that are culpable * 
Sir, your grand Maſter can inform you, how often the Comiſho- 
ners of Cuſtomes, andthe: Commiſſioners of Exciſe, have been 
commanded to bring intheir accounts, in order to the pretended 
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(2%) 
Reducement, 7. Tothe Committee for Regulating the- Exciſe: 
z. Tothe Committee of Retrenchment. 3, To the Commiſh- 
oners for inſpection, and management of T reaſuries, He canteil 
70u, thatrhe Commiſſioners for Exciſe haye not hitherto been 
found tarcie, 


You imputethe unſwerablenefle of the two Receipts upon ſome 


Commodities, unto the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, their unskil- 
fulnefſein Trade : Sir, ſee your error, and own it z Were not the 


preceding Commiſſioners of Exciſe,all of them, verſed in Trade 2 


And was not the diſproportion of the ſeverall Receipts on the 


Commodities you wot of, as great as it hath been fince 2 nay, was . 


it not greater, 


Ag:in, view over the names of the ſucceeding Commiſſioners ; 
Were not the m..jor part ofthem verſed in Trade alſo £ I be- 


lieve none of your Maſters will compare with them therein : ſo 


that its evident, that the diſproportion, ifany be, ariſeth by your 
unlawfuli luFerances, wwreby Goods have been delivered at for- 
reign Keys wituout any knowledge of the Exciſe Officer: And Sir, 
the Commiſlioners of Exciſe accept your kind offer , where any 
of them have ſwaryed from theirtruſt, they are content to ſaffer 
in their eſtates for it, ſoas the Commiſſtoners for Cuſtomesmay 
be under the ſame law. 

Sir, oneword more onthis point z when the Parliament, upon 


full debate debate, have adjudged perſons ſerviceable for publique - 


imployment , its ſomewhat immodeſt for you , its more for your 


grand Maſter, to defile his own neaſt, to tax the Parliament with - 


ill-adviſedneſfic in their aQtings. 

1hid, You ſay , That each ſett of Commiſſioners have a con ſiders- 
ble Salary: VW hat abawling Carreis this ? Your Maſters, in pru- 
dence,{hould here have muzzled you. Haye your Maſters a con- 


hderable Salary already, wal. 800 or 1000. per annum what 
reaſon or conſcience havethey then, to a& the parts ofthe ſonnes . 


of the Horſeleech, by endeavouring to improve theit Salary, by a 

Reducement of both Receipts into Avis own hands. 
Then you proclaim their Salary to be Groats poundage, in confi- 

deration, that they ſerure to the State all moneys received for Cu- 
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. Pomes,ere: Sir, have not your Maſters ſufficient counter-ſecurity 
from their: Collectors ? It fo, what doth this amount unto © As] 
your. Maſters what induced the Parliament to fertile them ar th: 
Cuſtome-houſe 2 Was it not a promiſe to ſerve the Parliament 
Gratis ? If fo, then Feremy ſearchthe Buckram bag tothe bottome. 
and turnoverallthe Diftionartes in Zoxdopn, andifthou canit find 

the latine word, Grazrs, rendered tn Engitſh Groazs, faving in the 
Cuſtome-houſe Dictionary ,.. thou ſhalt. paſſe for as laudable a 
Schollar , as thou wert a Weaver, when J 0. caaraterized 
thee, FI TOS 51 : | 
In your ;ſixth page you lay , That the Salary of the Commiſsi9- 
ners for Exciſe, # 3d, perl. yet they ſecure not the moneys receaved 
by their Colleffors : Sir, astO this, its well known, that ail moneys 
received for Exciſe, have been ſecured from the very inception of 
the:Receiptto this day : Cloud not the truth Fereazy, Ls nor the 
ſervice of the Exciſe a double burthento that of the Cuſtomes # 

Doe the Commiſhoners of the Cuſtomes fit abovethree or four 

houres cach day £ Doenot the Commiſhoners ofthe Exciſe (it 

at the leaſt {1x hourescach day, frequently {even or cight houres z 

Have not-your Maſters frequent Relaxations from their ſervice 

by oldprelaticall Holy-dayes © Have the Commiftioners of Ex- 
cife any ſuch vacancy £ Now Sir, {ee what a Logicall Rejult will 
flow from your own words. | 

. ' Say you , The Salary of the Commiſsioners for Exciſe s conſide- 

rable for their ſervice, at 3 d. per 1. Its undeniable, thar the ſervice 

of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 15s double to the ſervice of the 


Theives 2- ' Sir, 1ts left to your Maſters tree willto accept the! 
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you ſhall ind the Commiſsioners of Exciſe unſpotted ofany ſuch 
gaming upon the exacteſt ſcrutiny, The whippe 1stoo light for 
this Calumny caſt on your Maſters :- "They ſhould doe you right, 
10 make your Mittimus, and ſend yon with it to a Falconers ſhop 
to be truſled up for Hawkes meat, The reſidue of your froth in 
this page hath been formerly an{wered, to which I reterre you. 

In your ſcventh Page you ſpeak of perions or grand abilities, 
{o modeſt , that they are hardly perſwaded to takegreat imployments 
pon them. Sir, were your Maſters thus modeſt 7. ſpeak truth 
Feremy, if thou canſt ; Who courted your Maſters Into their 1m1- 
ployment atthe Cuſtome-houſe © Was it Collonel Fenn £4 Who 
courted the Parhament. for them ? you know with what Argu- 
ment, and what was anſivered unto it, Or did your Maſters court 
him about ir 2 Who courted your Maſters in June 1652, into 
the thendelign of Reducing the Exciſe to the Cuſtomes 2 Did. 
not they court a ſtrong party to effect.it for taem * Nay, did not 
Collonel FEarveyin -pcrfon court the Commilstoners of Exciſe, 
to forbear preſenting ſuch matters as would knock the Reduce- 
met t on the head,as he then phraſed it ? fo eminent 15 your Maſters 
modeſty 1n this polnt.. | i | 

7bid. Follow theſe words; You ſhall have a confident Pettifog- 
Ter t11n his Buckrambag into a Knapſack , and inſtantly become a 
Collonel, and after warres ended, become an Exciſe Commiſsioner, 
&c, Here Sir you bawle, and ſnarle, and lay about you bravely. 
Had the Buckram bag been rurn'dinto a Wool-fack, you would 
have moathed it protoundly, Sir, your Loxdon Buckram bags 
will tell you, . thar the word Pettifogger will bear an Aion with 
round dammages. Burt to make a Collonel the immediate Reſult 
oF a Knapſack,to make a Knaplack and a Collonel convertibles de- 
ſeryes the cane, to make: your Curreſhip to howle out-right; but 
the whippe ſhall ſuffice for it, S1r, .your grief 1s, thatthis Collo- 
nell 1s become a Commilstoner for Exciſe, Well, noſe it a little 
at your own doores; How many Knapſacks, or Collonels, doc 
You muſter at the Cuiſtome-houte 2 Are there not ſix or ſeyen at 
aſt 2 Are Knaplacks materials ro make Cuſtome O ficers of, 
ind not.Exciſc O flicers-* Haye yee {cvenfor one, and.doth it nox oF | 
OR IFENOR oY | : _ a 7 B LON {nfhice? ... WW; nl 
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ſuffice? This is a.Curriſh appetite; But to ſtay thy appetite a 


little; ſmell hardto thy ſeven Knapſacks, and tell mc, findeſt thou 
in none of them any plunder, free quarter, Souldiers pay detain- 
ed, falſe Muſters, rich Preſents, &c 2 Its well : Be ſure hunt as 
cloſe. asthou canſt, thou ſhalt :never find the leaſt ſcent of any ſuch 
thing inthe Exciſe Knapfack, EEE 

You proceed 70 4 ſcrutiny of the charge in collefting the Exciſe : 
And you obſerve, That the Exciſe of imported Goods is 150000 |. 


per annum : And you believe the Cuſtomes for the ſameGoods are 


double as much : Sir , if Tunnage and Poundage on Exciſable 
Goods amount unto 300000 /, per aunwmm , its probable , that the 


. old Cuſtomes, Algier duty , Cuſtomes on Gonds unexciſcable 


imported and exported; Y/F. Drapery, Leather, Skins, V:Ru- 
als, Sea-coales, &c, will make 1 000001. per annum more, which 


its hoped will appear on-your Maſters accounts accordingly. 


 Fhen Sir, taking it for granted, that all Native Exciſe 7s farmed 
041, you ſet the whoſe charge of Colleting the Exciſe, upon the 
imported Goods, at the rate of 4 s. per-{. ſuppoſing, that the Ex- 


iſe of all Native Goods came in Gratis : Herelike a falſe Curre you 
\ hunt counter, and abuſe your Readers : The Alchouſe-keepers 
in Lozdn, of whom you are fo tender in your Pamphlet, cante]] 


you, thatthe Exciſe of Ale and Bcer in London was never farmed 
out, yea, divers whole Counties, and many conſiderable parts of 


Other Counties, have remained unfarmed, which {nmmed up to- 


pether, aniounteth well near to the one moity of the Nattye Ex- 


£iſe : ſothar your very foundation faiies you. 


Again Sir, upon farming outthe Native Exciſe, the greateſt 


expence taken off is the Sallary of Sub- Commiſſioners, whom the 


Farmers ſucceeded: Your grand Maſter could hayetold you, tiat 
upon removal of Sub-Commiſſioners, the Committee of Regu- 
lation did uſually allow them their Bills of extraordinary charges) 
with liberall allowances, for Colle&ing ſuch Arreares as ſtood 


outat the Farmers Entrie. Beſides, the farming of Exciſe takett 


off no Sallary of the Comptroller or Auditor : Now Sir, wic- 


ther the Exciſe of imported Goods, is to be charged with thc 
whole expence in cojleRihg the whole Receipt of Exciſc; ict 


(1) 
any. rationall man judge : The truth is, your aſſertion, thatthe 
Exciſe of imported Goods was collected at the charge of 4. s. perl. 
1$4 mcer deceit to colour your deſign. 

In your etghth Page you ſay , That the Exciſe ts aſſerted in the 
Puerics, to be a full check to the Cuſtomes as they now ſtand, and that 


formerly it was a perfed# check ,, and you demand u logical difje- 


rence veiween 4 full and a perfect check : Sir, here youare clipping, 


the Queries again, The words in the Queries are , The Exciſe u 


a full check to the Cuſtomes, as to Entries of all Goods imported, &c, 


but when they had Tide-wayters, &'c. they were a perfett check to the 
Cuſtomes, in all deliveries of Goods, &c, Its hoped, that your Cap- 
Affity now apprehendeththat difference, which you could not for- 
metly reach( " : 

Then you cite another Afſertion in the Queries , which you 
mangle allo for your own ends ; youcite it thus, Y*J, Szncethe 
taking off Exciſe Tide-wayters , few rich Goods are extred with the 
Exciſe, or Cuſtomes , and both Duties loſt - Whereas the words are 
concealed by you which are moſt materiall , Yi, Many rich Goods 
arc conveyed from on Ship-board without any Entry at all, aud ſe both 
Duties loſt. 

Then you affirm, that the State ſaved much expence by diſmiſcing 
the Exiſe Tide-waiters, &c. Sir, were the accounts of the Cuſto- 
mers extraordinary charges produced, 1t would bce viſtble to all 
men, what.a pure Cheate was put upon the ſtate in this buſineſle : 
Saving of expence was pretended : But intruth the expence 
of the State 1s much increaſed by that reducement of the Exciſc 
Tide-watiters : which will be thus evidenced. 

The Excile Tice-waiters were 24. The Cuſtome Tide-yaiters 
were 32, The Salaryes of both 20. /. per annum, The Tide- 


waters for the Cuſtomes are now augmented, in number to above 


50. Their Salary advanced to 25.1, per annum, belides creeping 
things almoſt innumerable, called extraordinary men, multiplied 
into hundereds, andtheir Salary advanced from 16. d. per diem, to 
2.5, per diem, beſides proportionable advancement of Salaryes to 
[heir noon-rendets, night-watchers, ec. Sothatin ſtead of ſaving 
*xpence to the State, by redycing the Exciſe Tide-waiters, the 
TIEY | ſame 
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Le (12) | 
ſame expence 1s encreaſed one fourth part at leaſt : And yet your 
Maſters will be beating the fame buſh againe. 

Then you aflert, that the Tide-waiters take notice onely of the wum- 
bers,marks,and outward {ormes, but know not what it is in them. And 
they preventdelivery of- Tooa's from «ff ſhipboard without du: entery.Sir, 
how falls it out then,that ſuch abundance of rich goods are daily con- 
veyed from off thipboard without any entry at all 2 It muſt pro- 

_ ceed from want of Waiters on board, or want of faithfullneſle, 
not caſtly diſcoverable, now the ſole truſt on ſhipboard is in them, 
Where was Feremy when the Hawkes, which he watched, flew 
away without entry * the beſt is, the fault was veniall. Feremy 
was but a Tide-waiter, his duty was but to take notice of the out- 
ward form, the Cage or Perch that contained them , but whether 
they were Hawkes or Buzards, Owles or Jackdawes, it belonged 
notto a Tidewaiter to take knowledge of. 

In your Nineth Page, you bark- and ſnarle at your owne. 
ſhadow, ſaying, that although no entry paſſe at the Cuſtome-houſe 
till the Deputy for Exciſe certifie that the Exciſe is ſatisfied, yet the. 
Qneries af firme that both Cuſtomes and Exciſe are loſt. : but you can 
ſhew the Cuſtomes received, &c. Sir, tiisis a puppet of your own 
framing, The Quzries afſerr, that goods of vaſt value, by default 
of your Tide-watters, are conveyed from off ſhipboard without any en- 
try at all, and ſo both daties loft. Now if you can ſhew ſatisfaQti- 
onas to Excife certified, or Cuſtomes payed for goods never en-. 
tred nor diſcovered, thou ſhalt not onely be exempt from the whip, 
bur have thy full ſwing at the portage pot all thy daics, 

As for your frequent bawling our, that the Exciſe- Officers have 
acknowledged the Exciſe ſatisfied, its a mcer fallacy to delude the 
the Reader; its true thoſe words, the Exciſe is ſatisfied, were uſua!l- 
in Certificates in the time of the preceding Commiſſioners of Ex- 
ciſe, when-goods were ſent for the coaſt, and happily ſomet1mes 
upon entries. inward : which words import rather caution taken - 
forpaymentof Exciſc, than-actuall payment of it.. But the pre- 
ſent Commiſfioners of Exciſe diſcovering ſome inconventences: 
attending; that expreſſion , dire&ed their eyes and hangs at the 

Cuſtome-houſe, to uſe words mote appoſite. ; YR; Security 15 £t- 
x Ven, 


(3) 
</en, &c, astothe Exciſe, as the caſe requifed : Which was no 
{1} fruit of the conjunction of the Buckram bag with the blew apron, 
inthe ſervice of the Excite. Re fs 

In your Tenth Page, you fawn gallantly on your grand Maſter, 
applauCing his tranſcendent abilities, but you come off like a lam 
 Curre in the clole. How now Sirra, do you onely hope that 
your grand Maſter is honeſt ; Why didſt thou not offer Aft- 
davitinthat point, to make all compleat « You add, that for your 
part, you concelve it was well for the Common-wealth, that your 
orand Maſter was a Member of the Committee for Regulating the 


OT FIT: — 
Exciſe. Sir , the words (for your part) are well inſerted, it was 


well for the Officers of the Cutomes, that he was a Member of 
that Committee. How many hundered pounds, per annum, ad- 
vance of Sallary hath he there obtained for the Cuſtome-O fficers 
in one day * Feremy , hadſt not thou thy parttherein © Then 
you raye at the propounding of the example of Holland and Leg- 
horne, to abate the ancientand ſollide revenue of the Cuſtomes, and 
tocnhance the new receipt of Exciſe, which was ſetled onely for 
times of extreamity, and expected to ccaſe, whenthe neceflities of 
the Nation will permit. : Sir, it{cemeththen, that you care not 
though Trade faile, fo that Cuſtomes may ſtand. To this end 
you turn Royalliſt, pleading Antiquity and Conſolidation of the 
*Revenue of the Cuitomes : Your great Maſter could have told 
you, that it hath been reſolyed in Parliament, that Tunnage and 
Poundage was no ancient nor conlolidated reyenue of the late 
King, but was ever granted in Parhament for fer time, and upon 
preſling occations, to augment our ſtrength at Sea, fo that in truth 
each Receipt ſtandeth on the ſame ground, and therefore whenſo- 
ever the occaſion ſhall ceaſe, every reall Exelifh Spirit will defireto 
ice the Taxe ceale allo. = | | | 
Inthe Eleventh Page, you whir.e at a. propoſal to raiſe theEx- 
ciſe upon Commodities fomenting pride, laxury, and drunkenneſſe. 
ihisyou interpret as a conniyeance ar theſe vices, andan increa(- 
ing of Revenue by the hire of a Whore. Sir, this is an argument 
bur looſely woven, it holds not. Surely Feremy 1s engaged 19 ſome 
07 thele wayes, he is ſo tender of then, OT 
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04) 
Then you pronoffnce your grave judgement, that the Redyce. 
ment ts not for the publique good, your grand Maſters words were 
that, it was not pradticable : yettothis day he practiſcth, with. all 
his power, to effec. it fer his private good. 

Then you ſnarle at the Queries mentioning, the inequallity of 
your ſweet morſels, your Salaryes : which, you lay, were minced on: 
for you in Mincing Lane, and confirmed by Parliament : Sir, admit 

what you ſay, yetis it not fit, when Salaryes are to be retrenched, 
that the greater Salary , for the {ame ſervice, be levelled with the 
leſſer £ otherwiſe its not properly a retrenchment. 

In your Tywcife Page you fly out, with open mouth, at the 
Quzries, for aſſerting that there # not one honeſt man at the Cuſtome- 
houſe : Sir, you wrong the Queries. A Reformation through- 
out, implies not abſolute diſhoneſty, bur irregulariry, and thai not 
in all perfons, bur inits leverall Stations, and ſome perſons in thoſe 
ſtations : If the whole were corrupt, Reformation were too gcatle 
a cure ; Its your griefe that Alderman Tichbury, and Maſter Moy- 
er are not charged in the Queries : Sir, theſe are times that di- 
ſtinguiſh men, and do own thoſe gentlemen as perſons of integrity 
and worth. And as for the Alderman. : He was abſent in Scorlaxsd 
upon the grand affaires of the Nation, a great part of the time of 
the late obſtructions of the Excite at the Cuſtome- houſe , and for 
one whole year, he was'Sheriffe of Loxdon, and acted little at the 
Cuſtome-houſe, ſo that it had been 1njurious to have charged him 

' with thoſe obſtructions. - 

Then you ſay, that zo Cuſtome-Officer & prooved to trade as 4 
Merchant, (except ove Opey of Plimonth, 1hrown out of his im- 
 ployment for it though the Commiſſioners of Cuſtomes were much court- 
ed by Parliament men, and Of ficers of the Army to keep him in.) Herc 
is an audacious Curre indeed, at once fawning on his Maſters, and 
- ſnapping at Parliament men, and Officers of the Army, as tampe- 
-. Ting to corrupt them. Sir, though Opey onely be named as ar 
: eminent defrauder of the Exciſe to the value of 2000.1. or there- 
about, yet many more of the ſame kind are ready to be produced : 
If Cuſtome-Officers trade nor, how is it that they haye {o many 
import accounts in the Exciſe Office * Sir, they cither trade a 

| | _ ſelyes. 


Ce rr rr ee ee 
"0 CI 
—_ ms ee er I I en hee een POD: 
— rt Dore DI err nr One — 
ae rote IE re re ed I rr — 
— 


CO ar ps 


ET I ad eater Wes 


a» V> 


AE Pe. ED one oe SO TOAD PII eo SOV RE ey RT ma 


(15) 
ſelves, or by firminge for unknown men, they helpto conceale ſuch 
traders in Exciſeable goods, as ſhould pay Excile upon taking up 
of their goods, whichis a more groſe mi{demeanourthanthe former. 
You proclaim your Maſters unbyaſedneſs to their truſt inthe buſt- 


neſs ofOpey:For yourmore full ſatisfaCtion therein,ask your grand | 


Maſter, who was Mr. Operes grand Adyocate, at his hearing dc- 
fore the Committee 2 By whoſe advice did the Committee dit- 
mifle him ex officio, by virtue of the Ac of Oblivion, though he 
demanded not benefit of the Act, nor produced any. Certificate of 
his taking the Engagement, to render him capable of the pardon: 
So that upon a review, the State may as yet recover the moneys 
due from him, | 

In your Thirteenth Page, you ae þ that Maſter Maurice Tom- 
pſon, Maſter Bonner, Maſter, Lemhall, &c. Exciſe Officers, drd 
attually trade. Sir,thereis no Law againſt Exciſe Otticers trading, 
therefore no tranſgreſſion : there 1s not the like danger in their 
trading, as in trading by Cuſtome Otficers. For the Cuſtome- 
Officers have the power of delivery of all goods imported, ec. 
whereas the Exciſe Officer is but a ſtander by to {ee that goods be 
delivered according to warrant, 

In your Fourteenth Page you rave at the Quzries aflerting,that 


pon convieton of non-entries by Cuſtome Officers, the Exciſe is often 


concealed. And you affirme, That all ſeiſed goods are brought to the 
Common-wealths warehouſe, and are not thence delivercd after con- 
demnation, &c, before due entry, and the Exciſe certified;ſatified, by 
My. Lenthall, or My, Crew, the hands and cyes of the Commiſftoners 
of Exciſe. What a bold Curre is this : Sir, are noſciſed goods 
brought into private warehouſes, without knowledge of the Exciſe 
Officer 2 Aske Mr. Colman, whether Mr, Lacyes Cellars bethe 
States publique Warchouſe, But you ſay, ſuch ſeiſed goods, are be- 
fore delivery, entered with the Exciſe and Cuſtomes. Sir, this is 
but a meer device of the Cuſtome houſe Otficers to delay pay- 
ment of Exciſe for ſuch feifures., For the concemnation of the 
goods, 1s a diſpoſall of them in Law to be forthwith ſold, and the 
molty of the value to-come to the State, the other moity to the In- 
tormer, . Anduponthis firſt deſpoa}}, the Exciſe ought to be 

C '  payd, 
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payd, & not to ſtay till aſccond Hfpoſal: lzppily upon ſiiclientrycs 


M, Lenthal may cerutie {atisfaction as tothe Exciſe, which amounts 


onely to an acknoledeement of the-entry, riotofactuall payment of 
theExcile, But if theExciſchath actually been received, &concealee, 
Its very juſt that the recerver-ſhould yomitit up againe. And its-as 
juſt that {fuchCuſtomeO thicers ashave concealed and [wallowed up 
any ſuch Exciſe, ſhould be puttothe vomit alſo, As ſomelately' have 
been by conviction thercof beforethe C ommiſkoners of -Exeiſe, 
You then call Mr. Zezthal, and Mr. Crew, The eyes, and hands: 
&C. of the Commiſciencrs of Exciſe. Good Sir, do your Maſters 
uſe none other but thetr own proper eyes and hands in all their af. 
faires, Surely they ule at leaſt as Tay as the Conſthitſoners of 
Bud if not more: 30% | & © (12 
In your-Fifteenth Page; you joerthe Ainkor of the. Queries; 
or him that comprized the Boo! + for him in point of -Oratorſhip, 77 
that he endeth higheſt at lift, Wit an adventurous Curre 1s this ? 
you will be ſnapping at © Eatihe word, ſce how you fnap ſhort - 


you have filchedt his word ( Cimprized' ) out of'the Buckram bag, 
butit fits you not, inſtead of- Compriting the book, -you Oryour 
\Maſtcrs meant Compiling the book, if you could ! have nit on'ts "Bur 
Sir, you ſhall be pardonedin things you were neverbrediunto; 
Then, whereas the Queries do charge three of your Maſters -one- 
ly, with obſtructing the Exciſe; you: affirm, that 4 laerman Tich- 


borne ws omitted; becauſe he is a member of Parlianient. Sir; this 
1s 17: part anſwered before. Your grand Maſter well. knowerh, that 
the Queries were in being when Lay Committee-of Retr enchmer 

ſac n 1652 . ſome time before-the beirg of this preſent Parlia- 
ment :: At which time neither Alderman Tichbotrne, nor Colo” 
nell 7 homan, were: ſo-much as mentioned in them. Aske your 
grand Maſter, whether he had no intimation of the Queries at that 


time? Ard whether he did-not thereupon come'to the Exciic 


' Office; where all ſix Commiſſioners were fitting ? - And did he 


not then and there call God to witneſle, that he didnot attempt a- 
ny Reducement of the Exciſe to the Cuſtomes, nor ever ſhould at- 
tempt.it 5 For he looked onitas a thing not praicable © And did 


he not withall deltre: the Commiſſioners: of ExGie to: offer nothing 
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tro that Committee which might knock the reducement onthe head: 
for it would be 1ll reſcented : Bur the Reducement , faid he, 
would die ofa Conſumption. Agske him alſo, whether the papers 
of the Commiſſoners for exciſe, were at any timcafter, cailed for | 
by that Committee 7 Sir, if thereavereino cauſe at that time: to i 
charge the Alderman, there ts as little now. FOES i 
Your Sxteenti Page 1s ſpent wholy in fawning on your Ma- 
ſters, and mouthing out thelr praiſes. And great newes you tell 
of your great Maſters {erving his Country in Parliament. | Sir, 
kath henort ſerved himlelftoo therein in ſome degree; Compare his 
dimenſion now, with his dimenſion before-he fate in Parlament, 
ind you will tind him ſomewhat improved. = Os 
In your Seventeenth Page, you hunt cloſe, and whimper, and 
traverſe your ground nimbly, to acquit your Maſters out of briars; 
whereinto they have run themſelves, by granting [ufferances to land 
and ſhip off goods, without any Exciſe Officers hand ſubſcribed unto the i 
ſufferances : But fir, you have hunted them farther 1n. ; "Of 
You confefle, Firit, They grant ſuſferances to export goods , for- (i 
werly imported, bat the Ships are ſtayed at Graves-end, tillthe Exciſe - 
officer certifie ſatisfaction as to Exciſe, Viz. That the goods are en- 
tred outward, tt 
Secondly, When ſmall parcels are certified to be entered withtis WW | 
E xcife, ſufferances are granted to bring them up in Wherries. ; Fi _ 18 
Thirdly, Sufferances are granted ts land bulkie goods, as Timber, i} 
Pitch, Hemp, GC. 119! 
Fourthly, Sufferances are granted to land goods into the Common- 
wealths Warehouſe, when the Merchant demands them not. . 
Fiftly, They are granted to land goods brought from other Ports to 
London : which are vat Exciſeable, 45 Vittuall, Seartpales, Wool, [14 
&c. But as for Exciſeable Commodities ſobrougcht to London, u@ || 
Sufferance is granted untill the Exciſe Officers hand is ſubſeri= | 
bed, s SE Fi 
Soits evident thatinall your five Caſes, which ts as much, as to 
ſay, in all Caſes, you grant Sufferances without the Exciſe Offi» 
cers hand {ubſcribed. - AE X grooms 
And whereas you ſay, that you grant no ſuch Sufferances for Ex*: 


EE EEE Bt, 


2 COT ciſeable 


«< 6 3 4 
» ” # 


} 
4% \ 
©7.2 2 
3.03 I 
mer ['& 
of "$294 FA 1 F 
» _ Ab £& ; 
p — IX 9 2 
WB £of h 
| ©1406 
. Z Weg #7 8 
.J : C 
. B48” z-- d 
! % Is C 1 mn 
"<> 'y AK W 
j [s g "vu 1 *, 
| = ba \y 128 
x mx Ss 
© 6 LOW 
; p ; Wo ol | by 
Ct 'v Fe - 
"I > 
« IST 7 __ 
bh! eg | 
$2 ( Via L 
4 © © KIE- 
«5 "© 11% 
4 F "NY | T 
© 1h LY 
A _, 30 Th 
"4 7 ? 
Wo i 4 
Sx bs I 
” =” 6 
” - 
Ls ": . - 
EB oy 4 
Bhs ws» BS 
7A . r 2 3 
= _— f 
3 ny $ 1 - 
wy : by 4 | [ 
3x8 1 LE ” We bp 
D [1d 5% #4 OY 
Yo —_ 7 : 
ko {W4- 
aL \y 'Y I +. p } 
.” ho wn , 
oy + - ' = 2 
1 . ks 1 
F & p \ % * 
+ 0G F f : FT: 
«a ns ig 
& oy *\F " : 
*S:. FA | 
[4 £ ; 4 
11>... * . 
$4 LA 
5 q by) | 
'} F-o — oy, | 1 
| 1 : ; 1 þ 
< y 4 
i | 4: 
* *. if ; , 
, a7 o 4 
| "W725 
[} of ; 2 \ 
: 8149} 
PS ! 18. 1 
% YM 5.4 \ 
1 . VF , F [1 [ 
ys \ $4 
"| 7 It [ & 
> © NF / | | 
j y 
4 k t ? 7 
? {ES 
” 0} 
| x 4 bi \ 
1% A. v | " 
: b | \ 11 'þ 
| NY TH. 
: bo ;: M1 : 
L | KY | 
: ' 
« | $41.) 
. 
i - 


{ - & I__ Abt rnrddagt SAS £4 M895 14 Err le a wat nl 
: - ; , j a CO VS med redraw et ates he _ 
«> 0-4 bi Ae es #4 - aa. or. 24 bb dts 0 4 4 . . - | n 
” 4 - 


(18) 

Ciſeable goods imported ta London: : It will appear under your M1- 
ers hands, and good proof upon. oath, that multitudes of ſach 
Sufferances have beea granted by the Commiſſioners of Cuſtomes, 
not onely for landing of balkie goods,and ſuch other things.as you 
have formerly named, bur alſo for the landing of Wines, Tobic- 
cocs, Sugars, Spices, and other Grocery Drugs, yea bales of Silk, 
and Linnen : And therefore, either in yoar judgement ſuch goods 
are not  Exciteable, or elſe your Maſters will bs conyiRed 
of them; .:: 1.4" 1 | 

' As for Sufferances granted by them for goods not Excilcable,its 
true that. Colonel Harvey and the Commiſhoners of Exciſe had 
conference abour them. And the Major parts Opinton was not to in- 
fiſt on their Officers ſubſcribing of them, Bur atterwards, findins 
that amongſtſuch goods, Commodities Exciſcable were trequent- 
ly brought to:Loxdvz, and likewiie conveyed. thence, to the preju- 
dice of the Excite, the Major part of the Commiſſtoners did'alter 
their opinion. 

Andthe Law appearing poſitive, That no Sufferance, Victual- 
ing bil], Ballaſt bill, exc. nor any other Warrant whatſoever, for 
janding or. ſhippinge oftany goods, ſhould be paſſed by the Cu- 
ſtome Officer, withourt the Exciſe Officers hand, firſt tfubſcribed 
unto it, they did order Mr. Lezthal thencetorrh.to infiſt UÞ- 
ent. + $1 ART ring | 
- . Now Feremy., look back, andſce how wiſely you prove your 
Aſlertion, 
- - You.ſay , Tour Maſters doe not conſtanſtly grant ſufferances , and 
with the ſame breath, you ſay, in effect, that they doegrant then: 
eonftaynly,. for you contelle, theygrant thers in your five caſes, and 
that is, '1nall caſes, eſpectally zf the Goods be entred with the E xciſe. 
Sir, Entry with the Excile, etpectally imperte&.Entries ar ſight, 
whereon moſt of your ſufferances are granted, is no warrant tO 
your Maſters, to grantſufferances unſcribed by the Exciſe Officer, 
to take Goods Excifcablc from off ſhip-board, and to land them 
without. the view ofan Exciſe Offtcer:atany Key. , eſpecially at 
Blackwall, Ratcliffe, Debtford, and other places, where no Land- 

waiter. atrendeth , neither haye youg Maſters authority. by any 


s 
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- (19) 
Law ſo to doe , but ateprohibired ir under ſevere penalty : fo that 
now every man may ce, that Ignoramus hath takenup his quarters 
with Feremy atthe Cuſtome-houſle, 

As for your affirmation , That ſigning ſuch ſufferances by the 
Exciſe Officers, would bring them in muctitude of Groats, its a meer 
forgery. rucely woven out of your own brain; Groatage is Cu- 
ſtome- houſe claim, Mr, Fazcoart and others can tell you, that 
Bill or Bond money 1s not tollerated by the Commiſhoners of 
E xcile. ; *s 

In yourtwentieth Page you play the Hell-hound, raging Cer- 
berus like, that the 2uerics doe charge your three Maſters, to have un- 
duly maintained perſons detected of defrauding the Exciſe ; this you 
attirm, is to out-lye the Dewill, ec. | 

Wihall, Pagetwenty one, You deſire ro have ſome ſuch detected 
perſons named, that hawe been ſo unduly maintained. S.r, you have 
heard of your dearly beloved 7pey already , and how he was helpt 
over the {tile. 

Then Sir, as to the counterfeit Warrants put in ure by- one of 
your own Tribe, which you mention in the ſame page; Mr: Black- 
bore can tell you, how many cefrandersof Excile,that made uſe of 
thoſe Warrants, had their informations againſt them, before the 
Commiſſioners of Exctle ſuperceded by ſpeciall order ofthe Coms 
mittce for Regulation, and referred to the Commiſſioners of 


Cuſtomes; you may 1magine at whoſe inſtance, and to what in- - 


tent. 

Ask your grand Maſter, who maintained the. Sopemakers of 
Londen againit the Commiſhoners of Exciſe , in the buſineſle of 
blank Tickets * Who countenanced a r11g0rous proſecution: a- 


gainſt four of the moſt induſtrious and upright Exciſe Officers, 


before the Commuttee of Regulation , _ for no other cauſe in truth, 


bur for that they informed againſt a near related friend: of your 


grand Signior for detaining Exciſe due 5 ©» OE-SEL & 
Ask your Maſters,who endeayourcd the reftoring of fifteen Bal- 
lets of Tapeſtry and Linnen , ſeized for non-payment of Exciſe, 
and that forſooth under pretence of ſending for them, from Eſſex 
tO Loxaopn, in orderto a new appraiſement , when they were con- 
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deraned before in the Exchequer; and-ſold tothe Merchant, and the 
time of appraiſement fully patled. Toke: i 
Askthem, who did turreptitiouity procure a peremptory Order 
from the Committee of Reguiation to the Commiſſioners of Ex- 
ciſe, to reſtore thoſe Goods to the Commuittoners of Cuſtomes, 
upon that falſe ſuggeſtion © and what was the 1flue thereot 4 Mr, 
Lskin their Collector at Maldea can remind them hereof, ifit be 
forgotten: Sir, if you cannotfrom all this ſmell out palpable un- 
due maintenance of perſons detected in defrauding the Exciſe, there 
are yet ſome groſler things lyingin deck, that thall fully {ilence 
every Curre that barkes or baivies againſt ir. 
Then you proclaim your Maſters wildome, in diſcovering Prare 
the Excite Officer, with TFeldenand Lndlow Cuſtome Officers, in 
their deceits :- Sir, you ſhall be allowed. the ſame account through- 
out all your diſtricts; it {cemes,by your own account,that as your 
Sallarics hold double proportion with the Exciſe Sallaties, and 
your Knapſacks many doubles, {o your number of knaves is double 
alſo, your ſelf reckon them two tor one. = 
In yourlaſt Page, you ſnarle at the Author ofthe Queries, as 
one that hath beena garner by the Common-wealth. Sir, asto 
this, upon ſcrutiny it will plainly appear, that each of your Maſters 
hath gained ſeventold moreby the Common-ealth, than the Au- 
thor of the Queries eyer gained ; and that none of your three Ma- 
ſters hath acted and ſuffered half ſo much for the Common-wealth 
as the Author of the Quzries hath done, as is well known to divers 
honourable Members both of the Parliament and Army. 
-: Then you aflert, he Author of the Queries to be low prized, in 
efering to ſerve in both Receijts at 1d. ob. poundage upon them 
both : And youatftirm, That wiſe men will rather give 2.8. per diem 
to workmen, than 12 d. per diem to bunzlers : Sir, by this it ap- 
peareth, that your Maſters expect 3 d. poundage on both Receipts. 
The propoſall to.ſerve at 1 d. ov. poundage, was made on purpoſe 
10 diſcover the depth of your Maſters defignes in the Reducement, 
_ */iF, the: improvement of their own Sallarics, under a ſpecious 
pretext of retrenching others Salaries : And now Sir, their deſign 
4s diſcloſed from your own. mouth. Sir, thould your Maſters 
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(21) 
receive 3 4, poundage upon both Receipts, by the Reducemenr, 
ir would advance each of their Salarics to £200 /, per anmnm at 
leaſt, which 1s ſomewhat more thana conſiderable Sallary , for 
your ſelf affirm, that 3 d, per /, upon the Exciſe alone, is a conſide- 
rable Salary, in yourſixth page; yea, you call it a largeone,in 
page tivelve, iough it excceds not half that which your Maſters 
oape after.. PS 

Now Feremy, to give thee thy due , thou haſt throughout thy 
Pamper exactly an{wered thy Maſters whiſtle , they might doe 
well to provte fome icraps to reward thee. But though your 


Maſters doe uſually,like Moales, work underground, they are not. 
undifcerned. The Brat, the ſubſtance of rhy Pamphlet, is theirs ; 
2nd thou, like a wittall, doeſt onely father it, and cioth it with 


courſe woven ſcurrility, and trim the pages and lines thereof with 
notorious lies, wherein you have approyed your {cIf ſuch an Artiſt, 


thar the Father of lies, mentioned in your book, can hardly ountvie : 
thee in his own Trade, Notwithſtanding all thy ſcurrility, ma+- 
lice, and falſehoods crowded together in thy Pamphlet againſt the 


Author of the Queries, whom thou canſt not blaſt, yet ſhall I not 


be ſo uncharitable, as to with thee a T154rn bleſſing : Onely I ſhall - 


recoinmend thee to thy Maſters care , not to reſtore thee to watch- 


ing of Hawkes, evcry Curre isnot capable of that imployment, . 
But my propoſall is, that when the Reducement recciveth being, 


according to your Maſters own deſire, they would make thee Col- 
le&tor Generall ofthe Cuſtomes of all Whet- ſtones imported into 
the Nation, there being noother man to be found half ſo fit for 
that ſervice, or thar in probability will halffo well deſerve it : In 
the meantime I wiſh , that while your Maſters catch at a ſhadow, 
they loſe not thatſ{ubſtance, or part ofit, which they haveinthewr 


mouthes already , it being much doubred, that their Gratzs Sallary 


will erelong be retrenched to ſemzi-Gratis : Anglice, half Groats 


poundage, after the genuine Cuſtomary interpretation, 
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